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Former member Guy Martin died 
on April 9.  A simple memorial 
service here on April 12 honored 
him.  We extend our sympathy to his 
daughter Kate and the rest of the 
family.   

Diane Hainsworth's husband Reed 
recently underwent surgery.  We're 
sure Diane, CNS, is taking good care 
of him! 

Gary Carter had heart surgery 
recently and is up and out, reporting 
that he is feeling much better than 
before the operation.  He expects 
still more improvement. 

Shelley Conture has resumed 
normal life at home after 
hospitalization followed by rehab.  
She wishes to thank everyone for 
their visits, calls, and many cards.  
Ask to see her new bracelet! 

Larissa and Jay Brenner are very 
happy that Larissa has been taken 
off bed rest so that she can enjoy 
the rest of her pregnancy on her 
feet.  Hudson, age two, is expecting 
a baby sister or brother in 
September. 

Debbie Pillsbury is recovering from 
recent scheduled knee surgery. 

 

Congratulations to Bob Burdick and 
Ann Pia who were recently honored 
at the Beaver Lake Appreciation. 
Dinner for their volunteer hours at 
the nature center. 

 

Notes 
from 
R.E. 

CareRing
News & 
Notes 

E ach spring a RE director’s fancy turns to…Guide recruitment!  On May 16th, 
we will be having our RE Guide recruitment Sunday.   We have a coopera-

tive RE program here at May. Well what does that mean?  All parents are ex-
pected to guide in the RE program. And I think everyone comes out ahead.  A 
family gets to have their child or children in RE all year in exchange for parents 
guiding (teaching) for 8-10 weeks. Our children get to have an age appropriate 
community where they can be affirmed while exploring their world and their 
faith.  The RE committee and I will be working toward getting commitments 
from folk to guide next year. 

On May 16th, I will be preaching about our RE program.  This is an opportunity 
for me to update the congregation on what our RE program has been doing.  It 
is good to communicate what has been going on.  Also it is, hopefully, an op-
portunity to energize folks about committing to guide. 

I say it each year, but it is still true.  We have a wonderful group of children 
and youth in our RE program.  They are lively, engaged, bright, fun.  When one 
guides you probably learn more about yourself and your beliefs that anything 
else.  When you get right down to it is a pretty good deal! 

Our class groupings for next year are as follows: 

• Natural Wonders – Pre K 

• Creating Home – grades 1-2 

• Moral Tales – grades 2-3 

• Toolbox of Faith – grade 4 

• Riddles and Mysteries – grades 5-6 

• Coming of Age – grades 7-8 

• Teenz grades 9-12 

On a different note – Sarah Brown, our childcare coordinator, who has been 
with us for a while now will be leaving us.  Sarah has been a wonderful person 
working with our children downstairs on Sunday mornings and as needed.  
Sarah has also been going to school and recently took a full time job at 
Jowonio.  Not surprisingly she has found that she needs her weekends to 
catch up on her schoolwork and to practice breathing!  I think that I speak for 
all the RE families in saying thank you Sarah for all the love and care you have 
shown our children! 

~ Jennifer Hamlin-Navias, 
Director of Religious Education 
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Marvelous 
History 
Corner 

Syracuse and the Louisa 
May Alcott Connection 
  

L ouisa May Alcott's own parents and three 
sisters were the inspiration for her novel, Little Women. And although they 

lived much of their lives in and around Concord, Mass., the family had strong 
ties to Syracuse. Alcott's mother, Abigail, was the sister of noted Syracuse 
minister, the Rev. Samuel J. May. Samuel and his family lived on James 
Street. His modest home often hosted members of the Alcott family during 
the 1850s and 1860s. The two families also regularly exchanged correspon-
dence. 

The Alcott family frequently had financial struggles and Uncle Samuel tried to 
assist them. Sometimes he loaned them money. Then as Alcott's sisters 
came of age, Sam reached out to find them employment opportunities in Syra-
cuse, generally teaching positions. Both Anna (the inspiration for Meg in Little 
Women) and May (the model for Amy) worked at different times as teachers 
in the New York State Asylum on the western edge of Syracuse. This was a 
model institution for the treatment of children with mental problems, run by 
the reformist Dr. Hervey B. Wilbur. Reverend May was a supporter of its pro-
gressive approaches, ones that emphasized education rather than simple in-
carceration. 

Louisa's letters to her "dear" Uncle Samuel were affectionate. In one from 
January 22, 1869, she remarked that she had used many of "the stories you 
gave me" as inspiration in her writings. She also noted that the recently pub-
lished Little Women had allowed her to pay off some family debts. 

In October of 1875, Alcott was once more in Syracuse attending a Woman's 
Congress convention at the Wieting Opera House with her Syracuse cousin, 
Charlotte, Sam’s daughter. Alcott was mobbed by a number of young girls 
clamoring to see her and obtain an autograph. The author of Little Women had 
become a celebrity (as she would be today, too). 

[Reprinted by permission from Dennis Connors, Curator of History, Onondaga 
Historical Association. This article was originally printed in a March issue of 
the Scotsman Press Pennysaver, and was part of the OHA display at Syracuse 
Stage’s production of Little Women this past fall. All or part of this display may 
appear at MMUUS for a few weeks in the near future.] 

 
                                                             Rog Hiemstra, 

Chair, History Committee 

Louisa May Alcott  (c. 1857) 

Women's Salad Luncheon 

Saturday, May 22 at 

11:30 am in the     
Social Hall 

Please join the 
women of May Memorial and First 
and Friends for an afternoon of com-
panionship, learning and delicious 
food for the annual salad luncheon.  
The event begins at 11:30 am in the 
social hall with conversation, moves 
to a luncheon of salads and desserts 
brought by participants and rounds 
out with a talk by Francis Parks, re-
nowned storyteller.   RSVP if you 
can, but don’t hesitate to join us if 
your schedule opens unexpectedly.  
We’ll try to match people with rides 
if needed.  Contact Alexa Carter  
(garlex@aol.com)  or  Vicky Schip-

per  (victoria@twcny.rr.com)  for 
more information. 
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Freedom a million voices 
strong: “The Singing 
Revolution” 

B etween 1986 and 1991, Estonians 
courageously and peacefully demanded that the Soviets recognize their 

country’s right to statehood and self-government. The revolutionary songs 
they created anchored Estonia’s struggle for freedom, which was ultimately 
accomplished in 1991 without the loss of a single life. Singing fueled the non-
violent revolution that defeated a very violent occupation.  Every five years the 
events of that time are celebrated with a festival of singing when 30,000 
people gather on stage to sing in perfect harmony the songs of the revolution.  
In July of 2009 Ken and Nancy Pease were among those on stage. 

Come join Ken and Nancy in the Memorial room on Thursday, May 20th  at 

7:00 pm and view the documentary that was filmed at the same event in 
2004 and share Ken and Nancy’s stories of adding their voices to that of 
30,000 other singers. 

 

Chalice Lighter Sunday      
May 2 
 

A Candle Loses None Of Its Light When It Lights Another Candle 

 

T he St. Lawrence District Chalice Lighters Program extends UU principles 
and faith by promoting the growth and vitality of congregations within the 

St. Lawrence District. The Chalice Lighter Program accomplishes this by 
providing funds to congregations who are willing to take on growth and 
renewal projects that are a stretch for them. A Chalice Lighter Grant can help 
them implement their dreams sooner and more effectively than otherwise. 
Projects may include assistance for new congregations, for securing 
professional religious leadership, or for programs that promote membership 
growth. 

Our goal is to recruit as many new Chalice Lighters as possible. We are also 
asking those who are now Chalice Lighters to increase their twice yearly 
pledged dollar amount.  We have many growth opportunities in our 
district,  and we need to be there for them to facilitate their growth. 

The upgrade of our MMUUS Memorial Room was accomplished with a 2007 
Chalice Lighter grant.  

Please refer to the insert concerning the Chalice Lighter Program and consider 
enrolling or increasing your pledge.  So much has been accomplished over the 
years (since 1989) requiring so little contribution from each of us but together 
with all other Chalice Lighters significant projects have been undertaken.  For 
additional information, contact Gary Droege, 637-0525 or 
gdroege@twcny.rr.com. 

  

Music Sunday – May 2, 2010 

The choir will sing choral works set 
to the words of Walt Whitman, 
Alfred Tennyson and William Blake, 
who’s “Songs of Innocence”, with 
music by the late Earl George of 
Syracuse University, is the 
centerpiece for the service. Chris 
Dranchek joins us, and the music of 
Ernst Bacon, who also had ties to 
Syracuse University, rounds out the 
morning. 

 
Long Time Courting • Fr 5/7 •     
May Memorial  
 
Amy Gallatin • Sa 5/8 • Westcott 
Community Center  
 
Andrew and Noah VanNorstrand • 
Fr 5/21 • May Memorial 
 
For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call 315-440-7444 or email 
tickets@folkus.org. 

Folkus Spring 
Schedule 

Music Notes 

 

On May 2 at 12:15 pm in the 
Sanctuary, the CNY Flute Choir will 
perform a Sunday Serenade. 

Thanks also to the Bach Bash 

performers and the Quattro 

Pianisti who performed in March. 
Your musical talents are much 
appreciated and enrich our spiritual 
life here at May. 
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The 
Quest for 

Social Justice 

(“Social Justice” continued) 

In an article excerpted from a longer 
sermon titled, “Does the Earth Have 
Moral Rights”, my friend, Rev Dr 
Richard Gilbert reminds me of the 
sacred nature of the relationship we 
have with our home; 

“There is something holy about the 
Earth that I cherish. Creation is not 
of our doing. Life is a gift beyond our 
comprehension or deserving. We are 
compelled to humility. This Earth I 
stride is part of the cosmic divinity in 
which I live. This globe on which I 
am is holy to its very core.  These 
animals with which I share the air 
and water and space do delight me, 
yet they are not here just for my 
pleasure. They are something of 
value in and of themselves. These 
hills I behold are holy ground, sacred 
groves, not only for my spirit, but 
themselves are worthy of worship. 
This air I breathe is sacred stuff, and 
I do well not only to keep it clean for 
my sake, but for the pureness of its 
own being. I am a mystic and I make 
no apologies for my attitude for this 
Great Living System that is shot 
through with holiness.”    

Yours in faith and fellowship, 

Harsey Leonard,  
MMUUS Social Justice Committee 

S hortly before my family and I first moved to Syracuse forty years ago, 
twenty million people in the United States engaged in a diverse array of 

educational events and political actions which they dubbed Earth Day.  It was 
April 22,1970 ten short months after the Cuyahoga River caught fire attracting 
the attention of “Time” magazine who described the river that runs through 
downtown Cleveland and empties into Lake Erie, as the river that "oozes 
rather than flows" and in which a person "does not drown but decays."  The 
fire lasted for thirty minutes causing $50,000 in damage.   

That same year in Oswego New York, a new company called “Pollution 
Abatement Services” began operations.  The locally owned and operated 
company specialized in the incineration of chemical waste.  Seven short years 
later the company was forced to cease operations leaving a legacy of three 
lagoons containing more than a million gallons of oil and mixed hydrocarbons, 
several aboveground and underground storage tanks containing contaminated 
waste oil and more than 15,000 leaking and deteriorating drums in abandoned 
warehouses and farm fields throughout Oswego County.  The unprotected 
lagoons were leaching into the ground water and overflowing into adjacent 
Wine Creek that flowed directly into Lake Ontario, less than a mile from the 
water intake for the City of Oswego.  The PAS facility was the largest 
superfund site in the country at that time and a partial cleanup would take over 
twenty years.  The site continues to be monitored to this day.   

Six years after that historic first Earth Day in 1970, the Niagara Gazette began 
its investigation into a dumpsite buried below an elementary school and 
housing development containing 21,000 tons of toxic waste known as “Love 
Canal.”  The Hooker Chemical Company had deeded the site to the city of 
Niagara Falls. Two years would pass before the entire area was evacuated 
following reports of serious potential health hazards. 

That historic April day, known as Earth Day, is often described as the birth of 
the environmental movement.  I stand in awe of those pioneers who 
conducted teach ins and directed workshops aimed at defining a host of 
problems that most citizens didn’t see or believe existed.  The prescience of 
those early activists on that historic day is given credit for the passage of the 
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act, and later that 
same year, the enabling legislation that lead to the formation of the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  This landmark legislation first proposed by 
Richard Nixon was signed into law in December of 1970, but was it already 
too late?  Had we passed the tipping point?  I have no ready answers to those 
questions nor I suspect do others.  I do know we are not improving our 
chances of leaving our own legacy of a healthy planet and unless we continue 
working toward the goal of sustainability we could well stand accused of 
contributing to the ultimate violation of civil rights in the brief history of life on 
this orb we call earth.           

(continued above right) 

 

 

Earth Day 2010: 40 years and counting 
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Marge Hill  Exhibition  

Artist Marge Hill is May Memorial’s 
featured artist for the month of May 
(May 6 - May 26).  Ms. Hill paints a 
variety of subjects in watercolor and 
in acrylic, including floral, city-
scapes, and the human form. After 
collecting art for many years, she 
found creativity and personal 
expression when she began painting 
approximately 10 years ago. Meet 

the artist at a reception on May 

16, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. 

 
 
 

Becoming a Green Sanctuary 

A fter a meeting at May a few nights ago as I walked out to my vehicle I 
passed four cars - a Prius, a Prius, a Honda Civic Hybrid and a Prius. Then I 

drove up the driveway and passed Rev. Jean’s Prius. When we asked two 
years ago there were more than thirty households in this congregation 
subsidizing renewable energy. We are a very green (that is, environmentally 
concerned) congregation. Now we are a congregation seeking to become a 
certified Unitarian Universalist Green Sanctuary. Should be easy, shouldn’t it? 
But it isn’t because we had to start from where we were. We couldn’t take 
credit for what we had already done. 

We now have eight remaining months to complete our “Action Plan” before 
we apply for certification as a Green Sanctuary. How are we doing? Not too 
badly, but there is a lot remaining to be done and much of what has been 
done has been done by a small group of people. We need a larger number of 
people to do some short term things. 

What still needs to be done? Here are some specific places where you can 
make  a short-term contribution to our efforts: 

1. Planting, mulching, watering and un-planting. We have located a lot of 
non-native invasive plants on the property and we are adding quite a few 
new native plants. [Native plants are the ones that our native insects, birds 
and butterflies need.] By the time you read this we should have just 
completed a large planting of trees and shrubs. But we still have to water 
and maintain them until they have established themselves. And we have 
more non-native invasives to remove. 

2. Creating a nature study area on our property. Here is a chance to use 
your talents to create signs explaining how birds, insects and mammals 
use our property for their benefit and why we have planted what we have 
planted. 

3. Working with a community garden. We have a connection with the W. 
Newell Street Community Garden on the south side and the Isabella 
Street Garden – which is a project of Women Transcending Boundaries for 
refugee families – on the north side. Our hours spent helping at those 
gardens meet one of the necessary requirements our plan. 

If you are willing to help with some of these items at some time over the next 
few months please contact me at john.allen1@verizon.net or 487-5742. Let’s 
become a Green Sanctuary congregation. 

 

~ John Allen, Chair, 
Green Sanctuary Committee 

goingreen 

Sister Circle open to new 
members 

SisterCircle, a long standing 
women’s group at May Memorial, is 
welcoming new members in 
September. The group meets 

every Wednesday night from 7:00 

pm - 9:00 pm and explores matters 
of personal growth and community 
building.  For more information, 
please contact Alice Chico at 
Chico421@twcny.rr.com / 478-2393  
or Ann Pearson at 
awpearson1@yahoo.com / 637-9644. 

Green Sanctuary news 

A crew of able bodied workers 
joined Alice Aylesworth and Peter 

Colman in their quest to eliminate 
non-native species from our church 
property on Sunday, April 11. This 
labor intensive job is one of the 
goals of our Green Sanctuary 
Committee as it marches steadily 
toward certification. Many thanks to 
John Allen, Rachael Whitney, Kate 

Kearney, Kenel Antoine and 

family, Richard and Sherrie 

Combs, Jody Brown, Adele Toney 

and Teenz. Thanks, too, to any who 
contributed but whose names were 
not recorded. Many hands make 
light work. 
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Start Saving Items Now for our 2011 Book 
and CD Sale! 

Y es, it’s that time again—to begin saving 
books and media items for our 2011 Book 

and CD Sale, a major fundraiser for MMUUS. 
The sale is scheduled for April 28, 2011 

through May 1, 2011. 

When you’re cleaning out this spring and summer, please 
save the following: 

• Books (hard cover and paperback for adults and children) 

• CDs (music for adults and children and for children’s educational 
programs) 

• DVDs, Videos, and Books-on-Tape (adult and children) 

• Computer games (adult and children) 

When packing items, please put them in smaller boxes or sacks so we can 
easily handle them. We cannot accept your donations until mid-April 2011, so 
you hopefully have a corner to store them. 

Since they don’t sell, please do not save textbooks, computer software, 
audiocassettes, encyclopedias, and condensed books.  
   

~ Janet Hiemstra, 
Book and CD Sale Committee 

 
 

When you wear your name tag ... 
 

W hen you wear your name tag, you are saying something about yourself 
beyond your name.  By pinning or sticking on that name tag, you say... 

⋅        I am a courteous person, who relieves others of the struggle of trying to 
remember everyone’s name. 

⋅        I am an open person, who wants to get to know others, and welcomes 
them getting to know me. 

⋅        I am a helpful person, who is eager to do my part to build connections in 
our changing congregation. 

⋅        I am a thoughtful person, who remembers how I myself have suddenly 
blanked on the name of a dear acquaintance. 

⋅        I am a realistic person, who knows that there are always visitors here, 
and that to get to know us, they need the help of our name tags. 

 
 

Evenings Beyond Eve presents 
a Service for Paula Murray 

On Wednesday, May 19th,  
Evenings Beyond Eve will have an 
informal memorial service for Paula 

Murray in the sanctuary.  All are 
invited.    

If you wish to participate or have 
information about Paula you would 
like us to share, contact Vicky 

Schipper at 479-5751 or 
victoria@twcny.rr.com. 

2010 End of Year Picnic 
The Hospitality and the Sherman-
Cross family are pleased to 
announce that this year's end of year 
picnic will be held at the home of 
Dale Sherman, Stephanie Cross & 

Alex Sherman-Cross. Keep the 
date open: June 13th after noon. 
More details will follow in the next 
newsletter. 

~ Jody Brown,  
Hospitality Chair 
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MMUUS Weekend at Unirondack     
September 17-19, 2010 

W e have reserved the Unirondack UU 
Camp near Lowville, New York for 

Friday night, September 17th through Sunday, September 19th, 2010 for our 3rd 
annual MM weekend in the Adirondacks! The accommodations are mostly 
rustic cabin spaces, (with running water) and there are wonderful community 
gathering spaces with fireplaces and lots of warmth from the crowd.  We 
have had a rainy but warm weekend in 2008, then in 2009, a cool and sunny 
weekend. Perhaps this year will be a glorious sunny and warm September 
weekend!  No matter what the weather, we have had a great time relaxing 
and talking together as well as: hiking, sailing, swimming, canoeing, kayaking, 
music and game playing, eating, reading, crafting, sleeping, bicycling, jogging 
and just sitting by the lake or in the woods!  It is a 2-2.5 hour drive from 
Syracuse and families have carpooled or come up on Saturday morning if your 
schedule doesn’t allow you to come Friday afternoon/evening. 

The cost continues to be $50 per person for the weekend, which includes 
food for meals. You are asked to bring snack foods and drinks to share. (There 
is no reduced price if you come on Saturday). Some scholarship money is 
available if finances keep you from considering joining us for the weekend.  
Please contact Stephanie (315-682-0586 or email mscross@windstream.net)  
if you want to reserve a spot. Give numbers and names/ages of children.  
Children under 3 are free. For information about Unirondack, go to their 
website: http://www.unirondack.org.  

~ Stephanie Cross, Coordinator 

 

 

   

What in the World Discussion 
Our theme is "multiculturalism". 
Following on our April discussion of 
"Can Unitarian Universalism 
Change?" and "We Must Change" 
from the spring issue of "UUWorld", 
and on Sam May Day speaker 
Gustav Niebuhr's "Tolerance is Not 
Enough", we will discuss "Sitting, 
with a Good Buddhist Novel", found 
on pages 56 - 58 in the same 
issue.  We meet at 10:00 am on 

Tuesday, May 18, in the Memorial 
Room.  What role does literature 
play?  Join us! (Copies of the articles 
will be available in the wall rack in 
the hall near the Minister’s Study)  

Bookenders Schedule 
Come join us for lively discussion! 

May 27  at 1:30 pm  in the Memo-
rial Room  - “March” by Geraldine 
Brooks    

  

UUSC's Freedom Summer: A Civil 
Rights Journey - July 10-17, 
2010 

I t was a defining period in U.S. history. A time when courageous men and 
women stood up to the forces of prejudice and fear. A time when freedom, 

too long a prisoner of hate, was set free for all Americans to share. 

Join youth and adults from all over the country for UUSC’s Freedom 
Summer.  See where history was made and hear the stories of those were 
there to witness it. 

For more information or to sign up, please contact Kara Smith at 617-301-
4392 or ksmith@uusc.org or visit our  website www.uusc.org/
freedomsummer to download an application online. Must be age 14 or older 
to participate. 

The journey lasts a week. 
The inspiration lasts a lifetime. 
 

“It was one of those life changing experiences you only get once...” 
– Chloe, Civil Rights Journey participant 

The 19t h Annual 
Gathering of Men 

June 11th - 13th, 2010, Camp 

Unirondack, Lowville, NY 

Many of us have been returning for 
this weekend for years. And each 
year, there are men who come for 
the first time...in the beautiful 
Adirondacks. Canoe, hike, or just 
snooze by the boathouse. Bring your 
harmonica, guitar, whatever. 
Optional workshops, discussions, 
socialize or not. See Remo Bianco 
in the Social Hall after service or 
contact him at 635-2508 or                 
remobianco@netzero.net.  Website: 
www.unirondack.org 
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News from the Board   
(con’t) 

building sound once again.  We will 
be looking ahead to find ways of 
downsizing or operating more 
efficiently.  We have weathered 
difficult times in the past, and we 
will do so again.  Our religious 
community is a strong one and we 
will shape our future together. 

In peace, 

Alexa Carter, 
President 

Membership database       
updates 

If anything changes about your 
personal information (email, phone, 
address, name, etc.), please tell 
Brian Betz, Office Administrator, so 
he can make the changes in the 
Membership database. Then your 
information will be correct when a 
new directory is printed. Brian can 
be reached at 446-8920 or 
office@mmuus.org. 

News from the Board 

Y our Board of Trustees continues working on many fronts as we reach the 
end of our Stewardship Campaign and approach the budgeting process and 

our Annual Meeting. 

Our “Trailblazers” team has attended its first meeting with district consultants 
as we plan our goals for making May Memorial a stronger congregation on 
many levels.  This team, consisting of Rev. Jean, Jennifer Hamlin-Navias, 

Peter Shambo and Andrea Wandersee, has committed to a three year effort 
to systematically look at all areas of church life and determine how they might 
be improved.  We will be hearing from them in the future.  Please be ready to 
offer help to them in any way you can. 

The COM (Committee on Ministry) has been meeting with groups throughout 
the church to determine where May Memorial is meeting the needs of 
members and where we need improvement.  The COM will have a report for 
the Board and Congregation this spring. 

Our very able Buildings and Grounds Committee under the leadership of Peter 

Colman has been hard at work keeping the building in good repair.  
Unfortunately, the biggest needs such as the roof and driveway are currently 
beyond our financial means.  The committee is well aware of what needs to 
be done and would be ready to start work immediately if the congregation had 
money available. 

In response to this need the board has appointed the Capital Campaign 
Committee to look at our long term money and building needs.  The 
committee’s charge is: 

1. To prioritize the retrofitting jobs that need to be completed on our building 

2. Secure contractor bids for these jobs 

3. Interview fund raising professionals who might help us accomplish our 
goals 

4. Report their recommendations to the BOT by October 2010. 

Randy Case, Erwin Reiner, David Ashley, Vicky Schipper and John Allen 
are the members of this committee.  Please share ideas and concerns you 
might have with these committee members 

• A new Unirondack Campership Fund has been created for use by the 
families of the congregation. 

• We may have a part time intern joining us in the next church year in the 
person of Kelly Kilmer–Hall, 

• Changes and refinements have been made to the Operating Manual to 
bring it up to date. 

We have a lot going on at May Memorial.  The results of our current 
stewardship campaign will help determine our future.  May Memorial, as our 
religious home, will continue, but it may look and feel different in the years 
ahead.  We may have to make significant changes to match our expenditures 
with our income.  We may decide to launch a Capital Campaign and make our  

(continued above right) 

Open budget meeting 

All members of the congregation are 
welcome to attend an open budget 
meeting on May 23rd at 12:15 pm 
in the Social Hall.  Questions and 
discussion are encouraged.  This is a 
great opportunity to discuss what 
you and your fellow members of 
May Memorial feel our financial 
priorities should be before the 
annual meeting.  Copies of the 
proposed budget will be available for 
everyone. 
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May Memorial Trailblazers for Growth 
We are called to launch our Society into a future of activism and vitality. We 
serve our current members and those influenced by our congregation. 

M ay Memorial has been selected as one of eight congregations to 
participate in the Planning for Growth and Vitality Program for the Smaller 

Mid-size Congregation, which is designed by four UU districts in the 
northeast: St. Lawrence, Joseph Priestly, Metro New York & Ohio Meadville. 
The program is a three year process with weekend retreats that will be held 
every six months. Our team includes Reverend Jean Wahlstrom, Jennifer 

Hamlin-Navias, DRE, Pete Shambo and Andrea Wandersee.  Alexa Carter 
and Harsey Leonard are part of our home team. We look forward to widening 
the circle of Trailblazers as time goes on, and hope everyone in the MMUUS 
Community will have an opportunity to participate in this important initiative. 

• Growth means many things to many people. 
• Growth can be measured in the numbers: the number of people, the 

number activities, the number of dollars. 
• Growth can be felt in the development of members’ faith and spirituality. 
• Growth can be seen in our organizational structures and functions. 
• Growth can be manifest in bringing our Unitarian Universalist values into 

the larger community. 

Our current charge is to identify initial priorities and establish a time line and 
plan for completion. We have identified the following six-month goals: 

1. Gather and summarize information on worship, perceptions regarding the 
portfolio of our small groups and exit interviews. 

2. Working with the PR Committee, Office Administrator and other 
interested parties, we will review internal and external communications 
systems to ensure we are consistent and effective delivering information 
to members and other stakeholders. 

3. Discuss strategic planning with Board of Trustees leadership, integrating 
the process with the capital campaign plans. 

4. Revitalize the Adult Education committee: define and review processes; 
establish better coordination with other program areas/professional staff. 

5. Working with the Social Justice Committee, Green Sanctuary and others, 
we will celebrate and strengthen opportunities for Syracuse community 
involvement by May Memorial groups and individuals. 

Naturally, this is just a beginning. Please be assured that everyone will have an 
opportunity to contribute to the topics listed above.  In addition, there are 
many important programs, such as RE, Music and various special interests 
within our community, which have not been addressed in this list. This by no 
means diminishes their importance. On the contrary, they require broad input 
from our membership, and we look forward to broaching these subjects in the 
months to come. 

If you have questions or thoughts regarding the Trailblazers for Growth, please 
feel free to contact one of the team members, or our group at 
trailblazers@mmuus.org. 

Lets "grow" May!         

        Namaste, 
Andrea Wandersee 

  

Jamesvil le-Dewitt  Community 
Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross will be hold-
ing a blood drive on Saturday, May 

1st from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at the 
Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 5299 Jamesville Road. 

Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit 
www.redcrossblood.org to schedule 
an appointment to donate.  If you are 
type O-, A- or B-, donate double red 
cells. 

We invite you to share the feeling of 
renewal, hope and possibilities that 
come with springtime with others by 
giving blood.  Donating blood will 
bring a smile to your face and warm 
the hearts of those you help. 
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Monday, May 17 
6:30 pm SEG Memorial Room 
 
Tuesday, May 18 
10:00 am What in the World Memorial Room 
3:00 pm Tai Chi Chih Creekside 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting Social Hall 
 
Wednesday, May 19  
6:30 pm Men’s Fellowship Potluck Dinner Social Hall 
7:00 pm  Men’s Fellowship Meeting Social Hall 
 
Thursday, May 20 
3:00 pm Tai Chi Chih Creekside 
7:00 pm Social Justice Memorial Room 
7:30 pm Choir Sanctuary 
  
Saturday, May 22 

11:30 am Women’s Salad Luncheon Social Hall 
 
Sunday, May 23 
9:40 am - 10:10 am Silent Meditation Creekside 
10:30 am Worship Service Sanctuary 
10:30 am Teenz Teen Room 
12:15 pm Open Budget Meeting Social Hall 
 
Tuesday, May 25 
3:00 pm Tai Chi Chih Creekside 
5:30 pm Membership Committee Memorial Room 
 
Thursday, May 27 
1:30 pm Bookenders Memorial Room 
3:00 pm Tai Chi Chih Creekside 
7:30 pm Choir Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, May 30 
9:40 am - 10:10 am Silent Meditation Creekside 
10:30 am Worship Service Sanctuary 
10:30 am Teenz Teen Room 
 
 

View from the 
Study Window… 
(continued from page 1) 

It’s been quite a month at May Me-
morial, busy and full of emo-
tion.  We’ve had medical crises; we 
hosted the District Assembly.  The 
weather has gone from 70-80° days 
one week to snow the next.  Ah, yes, 
spring in Syracuse.  Petals falling from 
flowering trees along with the wet 
snow.  Leaves filling out, filling up our 
view.  A procession of flowers:  cro-
cus, forsythia, daffodil, tulip, li-
lac...  Ubiquitous dandelion.   

Easter Sunday came and went to 
mixed reviews.  I wondered aloud that 
we UUs do such a good job with our 
memorial services, Celebrating the 
Life of loved ones – yet we do such a 
poor job (on Easter – when else?) of 
Celebrating the Life of Jesus of Naz-
areth.  Some people expressed their 
appreciation of the service; others, 
their dislike.  Fair enough. 

We Unitarian Universalists come from 
a tradition which takes both “freedom 
of the pulpit” and “freedom of the 
pew” very seriously.  As your minis-
ter, I am expected to preach my val-
ues, views, and commitments 
“without fear or favor”.  You are ex-
pected to take what you find of value 
– no more or less.  From either angle, 
it’s no easy job – this meaning-making 
– but oh, what a privilege. 

~ Blessings, Jean 
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MMUUSletter is a publication of 
events and information at May Memorial 
Unitarian Universalist Society. To be 
included on our mailing list, please 
contact our office at 315.446.8920 or 
office@mmuus.org. 

The deadline for the first of the 

month newsletters is the 15th of 

the preceding month. The dead-

line for mid-month newsletters is 

the 5th of the month. Articles re-
ceived after the deadline will be in-
cluded in the next newsletter. To 
submit an article, please leave it in the 
newsletter box on the office door or 
email to newsletter@mmuus.org. 

Saturday, May 1   
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm Goods & Services Auction May Memorial 

Sunday, May 2 
9:40 am - 10:10 am Silent Meditation Creekside 
10:30 am Worship Service (Music Sunday) Sanctuary 
10:30 am Teenz Teen Room 
 * No First Sunday Luncheon * 
12:00 pm UU 102  Memorial Room 
12:15 pm Spanophiles  Teen Room 
12:30 pm RE Meeting COA 
12:30 pm - 1:15 pm Flute Choir Sanctuary 

Monday, May 3 
6:30 pm SEG Memorial Room 

Tuesday, May 4 
11:00 am Worship Committee Memorial Room 
  * No Tai Chi Chih *   
7:00 pm Social Justice Committee  Teen Room 

Thursday, May 6 
  * No Tai Chi Chih * 
7:30 pm Choir Sanctuary 

Sunday, May 9 
9:40 am - 10:10 am Silent Meditation Creekside 
10:30 am Worship Service   Sanctuary 
10:30 am Teenz Teen Room 
12:00 pm UU 102  Memorial Room 

Tuesday, May 11 
  * No Tai Chi Chih * 

Thursday, May 13 
3:00 pm Tai Chi Chih Creekside 
7:30 pm Choir Sanctuary 

Sunday, May 16 
9:40 am - 10:10 am Silent Meditation Creekside 
10:30 am Worship Service (Music Sunday) Sanctuary 
10:30 am Teenz Teen Room 
12:00 pm Ask the Experts Foyer 
12:00 pm Green Sanctuary Committee Sanctuary 
12:00 pm UU101 Memorial Room 
12:15 pm Spanophiles Teen Room 
2:00 pm  Joyce Ball’s Memorial Service Sanctuary 

 (continued on page 11) 
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